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Dear brothers and sisters of the National Association of Catholic Families Life Ministers
(NACFLM),

[ greet you today with a feeling of enthusiasm and no small degree of expectation, on this,
your annual conference in Cincinnati, dedicated to the theme “Becoming a Marriage-Building
Church”.

Indeed, at a moment of history in which the family is the object of numerous factors which
undermine it or even in some way deform it, and aware that the well-being of society is intimately
tied to the good of marriage, the importance of the theme you have chosen for your congress this
year is specially relevant.

Marriage is the foundation of the family, that is, the first place in which human life is
generated and authentic human love and values are first transmitted and assimilated.’ Marriage is
furthermore the place where sacrificial love and compassion are experienced, and thus the school
whereupon each of its members are enabled to give of themselves selflessly for others.”

In view of the urgency to promote marriage for the benefit of the couple, the family and of
society, it is a source of great joy for me to see how NACFLM feels the pressing need to proclaim
evermore the Gospel of marriage and life, that is the “good news” to all those who are called to
marriage and are preparing for it, to all married couples and parents, to each needy member of the
family.

Yes, marriage is about “good news”, it is about happiness, well-being and fulfilment , it is
about the best kind of human investment possible; marriage is about Life and, for those riddled with
doubts, suspicions or misgivings about the possibility or sense of marriage, marriage is about the
most natural and possible relationship that can exist between a man and a woman.
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